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Chairman’s Message 
 
Welcome to what is our first and only newsletter for this season and up until Christmas I would have said we had 
had a successful season, despite losing the first Saturday in September to the weather.  As we all know it was 
not a great start to the second half of the season and losing six weeks to the weather was perhaps 
unprecedented, certainly in the time I have been involved with Kingston Little league (KLL).  Until we played our 
games on St. David’s Day I was beginning to think we wouldn’t play any football at all for the rest of the season. 
Not surprisingly we were unable to catch up those six weeks and we had to make adjustments to our fixture list 
to at least ensure we could complete the cup competitions and have some form of league rankings at all levels. 
 
For those who have been involved in KLL for a long time you will have noticed that this season we restructured 
our fixtures and also the structure of Sevens. This has been to allow us to fall into line with the development of 
youth football as laid down by The Football Association. In Seniors, Intermediates and Juniors we introduced 
four distinct phases; a phase of friendly games at the beginning, followed by two separate league competitions 
(before and after Christmas) and then a cup competition. In Sevens we have also created two age groups with 
eight teams in each group; U11-10 and U10-9. Again this is to conform to FA age rules for youth football that 
states that there can be no more than a two year range in a team. This applies to all our leagues and also allows 
us to accommodate players who join late or have stayed in Bantams an extra year. 
 
Other changes will take place in the future which will have an impact on what formats we will need to conform to.   
In Juniors (U12-U11) we play 9-a-side and U12s will only be able to play 9-a-side from the start of the 2014-15 
season. This will mean we will have to play 9-a-side in Intermediates (U13-U12) as well as Juniors. This may be 
of benefit given that we have struggled for numbers in both Seniors and Intermediates this year. We were able to 
maintained 8 teams in Seniors but teams often needed to borrow from another team, And in Intermediates, due 
to  a shortage of players in the U12 age group, we took the decision to only have 7 teams and form a composite 
team to give one of those teams a friendly each week.. 
 
 
Recent and future events include: 
 

• Hosting a team from Holland over Easter for a group of 14 boys to play in a local tournament which we 
arranged at the Hawker Centre, despite rain on the day this was a successful event; 

• Finals for our Junior League were held on 26th April and congratulations to Maroons on winning the Cup 
and Dark Blues the Plate competition; 

• The Sevens Cup Finals Day was held on the 10th May and Light Blues won the U11-U10 Cup and G4S 
Stripes the Plate, and in the U10-U9 Golds won the Cup and Travel Republic Greens the Plate;  

• The Senior and Intermediate finals were played on the 17th May on Latchmere where for Seniors Greens 
won the Senior Cup and Golds the Plate. In Intermediates Gold won the Cup and Greens the Plate; 

• Bantams also played their end of season tournament for Seniors and Juniors on Saturday 17th May and it 
was a wonderful event; 

• Two National Little League tournaments. The U13/U12s which took place on the 26th April. Unfortunately 
we did not win our group so missed out on the finals that were played on 10th May.  And the U10s will 
take place/or have taken place on the 31st May. We also hope to enter two teams in a girl’s tournament 
on Saturday 7th June, which, for those who played last year, was great fun; 

• Our annual Gala Day is on Sunday, 8th June for which we are looking for generous raffle prizes; 

• We have also organised courses for coaches and referees throughout the year. 
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Bantams Senior Winners and Runners Up 2014 

 
We continue to offer training on Friday evenings between 6 and 7pm running through to the end of the summer 
term – in the long term I am looking for someone to take over the running of this. The cost of this is £1 per 
child and is open to Bantams and our younger players up to U13 (Intermediate level). 
 
At this time of the year parents who have recently become involved with KLL with their children playing for the 
first time ask what happens next after the season ends. For those registered in a team they will be eligible for 
selection for teams next year and will be accommodated. If your child will not be playing next season it is nice to 
know well in advance; this particularly effects our 11 year-olds who will begin secondary education in September 
2014. This is because a number will find that school sports take priority and homework pressures increase or 
they decide to play Sunday football only. For those who believe they are able to play part time then we can 
accommodate them and usually allocate one or two to each Intermediate or Junior team if they have not moved 
up to the next level. Players for Junior teams are allocated but both Senior (U15/U14) and Intermediate 
(U13/U12) teams are selected. It is for this reason some U12s find that they have to spend two years in Juniors 
(U12/U11) and with the change to 9-a-side for Intermediates this may effect more players.  
 
Team selection takes place between the end of June and July with the aim of letting everyone know which team 
they have been selected for before the season starts in September. Inevitably despite conforming to National 
League policy in selecting players, we do find the process far from perfect for a number of reasons and it often 
leads to some teams being weaker than others. This is because managers tend to know only those players they 
have worked with and when they move up to the next level they tend to select the players they know who are a 
year younger in most cases than those who have remained, and the managers who manage for a second year in 
the league will pick those older players first. The introduction of friendly games was intended to resolve this but 
we found that players were reluctant to move once selected and of course a number dropped out so we had 
insufficient numbers in teams. This was the issue in both Seniors and Intermediates this season. 
 
Looking ahead to 2014-15 season we will once again need to find new managers to replace those Senior 
League managers who will have come to the end of their time with Little League as their sons or daughters have 
reached 15 years-old. In any case we will need more managers in Sevens if we are to continue to run 16 teams. 
  

Kevin Galvin 
Chairman KLL 
May 2014 
 

 

Representative Team Selection Criteria 
 
At KLL we are able to provide football for over 500 children. We are directly affiliated with National Little 
League (NLL) and have established links with other Football clubs, such as FC Westlandia, a club in 
Holland, whom we have a bi-annual exchange trip with. Our affiliation with NLL allows us to participate in 
competitions organised through them. KLL has a criterion when selecting representative teams. All players 
who are selected must have a satisfactory record of attendance (part-time players are not excluded from 
this process although we know their attendance is more limited) and they need to have followed the KLL 
code of conduct. KLL is an all-inclusive organisation that provides football for mixed abilities. However the 
events we support are of a high standard which requires us to select a side that we feel is able to compete. 
This means that ability will be taken into consideration when selecting players providing they meet the 
above criteria. This may be a policy that not everyone will agree with but it’s adopted throughout NLL.  
 

 
Child Welfare 
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If you want to discuss or report any child welfare issues, such as inappropriate standards, contact Chris 
Galvin.  The FA Respect web site for parents and carers is at http://www.thefa.com/respectguide/ 
 
The KLL web site is at http://www.kingstonlittleleague.com where you can download copies of the 
Parents & Carers guide and KLL’s policy on taking photos. The web site also has the full fixture and result 
lists and any essential information about KLL. 
 
 

 
Please, Please read … 

 

By now you will have realised that KLL cannot exist without volunteers. We have a dedicated group who 
manage KLL during the year plus the managers and coaches who give up their Saturday mornings to work 
with the children.  But the members in the group sometime have other commitments and so we always 
need more help and volunteers.  If you think you are the next Sir Alex, then we will always need your help 
to manage or coach and KLL will pay for any approved coaching courses to help you increase your skill 
levels and gain FA certification. 
 
But we also need those with skills that lay elsewhere.  If you have skills, aspirations or capabilities in the 
following areas, please think about volunteering to be a key part of KLL; accountancy, business or office 
administration, legal (to help gain our charity status), fundraising, marketing (to find more sponsors), project 
management, retail, business or office management, local government, charity work, journalism, bouncy 
castle owner, first aid, general dogsbodying… and especially help with the canteen on Latchmere. 
 
All we can offer in turn is an amazing sense of accomplishment and the warm glow of giveback to the local 
community ...  and of course the thanks of 500 or so kids and their parents. 
 
If you are at all interested to help KLL in any way please contact Gill Arbane, the KLL secretary on 
secretary@kingstonlittleleague.com 
 

 

 
 

A Special Thanks to our sponsors, old and new 
 

  O'Neils Design and Build G4S Travel Republic Russell Cooke Solicitors 

 
   

 
During the summer, the Royal Borough of Kingston, in association with Quadron, will be running 
Multi-Sports Summer Camps on Fairfield Recreation Ground, Kingston.  The dates are Thursday 
24 July – Friday 29 August 2014 (Monday – Friday) between 10:00-12:00 (4-6yrs) or 13:00-15:00 
(7-10yrs).  No need to book, simply register on the day with the Head Coach.  At the time this 
Goalpost newsletter is published the cost (if any) has not been decided. 


